	The Blessing of a Home at Epiphany
CHALKING THE DOOR


V. God shall watch over your going out and your coming in
R. From this time forth for evermore.

Let us pray.

O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the nations and the Glory of your people, bless (Mike and Sharon) who dwell in this house. May it be for them a place of peace and health, that they may rejoice in the gifts and graces you have bestowed upon them and dedicate their talents for the good of those for whom your Christ came and gave his life, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen

¶ People may mark the doorway with symbols in chalk blessed with this prayer 

Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to your people; and grant that through the invocation of your most Holy Name we who use it in faith to write upon the door of our home the names of your holy ones Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body and protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit our home; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

¶ Traditionally, the chalking is done above the lintel and takes this form:

20+C+M+B+25 - The letters are the abbreviation for the Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat - “Christ bless this house.” 

(A second meaning and mnemonic device is Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar: traditional names for the Magi.) The + signs represent the cross, and 20-25 is the year.










	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.


A Shorter Blessing of a Home


¶ If it is desired to perform a short blessing of a home, the following form may be used.

Blessing of a Home

V. God shall watch over your going out and your coming in
R. From this time forth for evermore.

Let us pray.

Bless and sanctify with your peace, O God, this home and those who live in it, that within these walls they may know the blessings of this life and know the promise of the life to come in that heavenly home where with saints and angels you live and reign, one God for ever and ever. Amen.



Errata:


By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established; by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.
Proverbs 24:2

The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.
Isaiah 32:17-18








Source: Book of Occasional Services 2018                                                         Insert @ p.667
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