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Roman's Road to Salvation
1) We are all guilty of sin.
a) Romans 3:23 - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
i. Rom 1:18-3:20 [MacArthur]
ii. fall short of the glory of God. See “Original Sin and Total Depravity” at Ps. 51:5. A poignant description of the consequence of sin. Made in the image of the glorious God (Gen. 1:26, 27), humanity has exchanged God’s glory for idolatry (1:23) and distorted the divine image. Now people are morally and spiritually ugly and depraved. Grace renews and restores humanity’s lost glory in believers (5:2; 8:18; 1 Cor. 15:42–49; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:24; Phil. 3:20, 21; Col. 3:10). [RSB]
iii. the glory of God. What God intended humans to be. The glory human beings were intended to have if they had not fallen (see Ge 1:26–28; Ps 8:4–8 and notes; cf. Eph 4:24; Col 3:10), that believers will receive through Christ (see Heb 2:5–9 and notes). [NIVSB]
iv. Faith in Jesus Christ is the only means by which sinners can experience God’s saving work. Because sin is universal, both Jews and Gentiles are in need of salvation. As a result of our sin, we have all fallen short of the standard of God’s holiness. [Evangelical SB]
v. The word “gospel” literally means good news! The reason it’s good news is that there is bad news. Why would anyone ever believe they need to hear the gospel or believe the gospel unless they understood their need for the gospel? That’s where this passage comes in. Romans 3:23 is a foundational reminder that we are all sinners. No one is righteous (Romans 3:10-12), no one is good, and no one keeps the Ten Commandments perfectly. God is holy, and every single human being who has ever lived does not perfectly live up to God’s standard. Whether you’ve sinned once or are serving a life sentence in prison for murder, whoever fails to keep the whole law in one point is accountable for all of it according to God’s standard (James 2:10). Sin is a reality that needs to be presented if we are going to understand the gospel. Everybody is a sinner. Being a sinner separates us from having a relationship with a holy God. We need a solution. [Costi Hinn]
b) Romans 3:10 - as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one.
i. As it is written. The common introduction to OT quotations (cf. 1:17; 2:24; 3:4; Matt. 4:4, 6, 7, 10). The tense of the Gr. verb stresses continuity and permanence, and implies its divine authority. none righteous. Man is universally evil (cf. Ps. 14:1; see notes on 1:17). [MacArthur]
ii. as it is written. This is the common New Testament wording when appeal is made to the authority of Scripture (1:17; 3:3). The biblical texts, taken together, stress the universal reign of sin and the consequent depravity and condemnation of all mankind. [RSB]
c) Acts 2:38 - And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
i. We must acknowledge and admit that we are sinners and that we fall short of the glory of God.  We must repent our sins
ii. Repent. This refers to a change of mind and purpose that turns an individual from sin to God (1 Thess. 1:9). Such change involves more than fearing the consequences of God’s judgment. Genuine repentance knows that the evil of sin must be forsaken and the person and work of Christ totally and singularly embraced. Peter exhorted his hearers to repent, otherwise they would not experience true conversion (see note on Matt. 3:2; cf. 3:19; 5:31; 8:22; 11:18; 17:30; 20:21; 26:20; Matt. 4:17). be baptized. This Gr. word lit. means “be dipped or immersed” in water. Peter was obeying Christ’s command from Matt. 28:19 and urging the people who repented and turned to the Lord Christ for salvation to identify, through the waters of baptism, with His death, burial, and resurrection (cf. 19:5; Rom. 6:3, 4; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27; see notes on Matt. 3:2). This is the first time the apostles publicly enjoined people to obey that ceremony. Prior to this, many Jews had experienced the baptism of John the Baptist (see notes on Matt. 3:1–3), and were also familiar with the baptism of Gentile converts to Judaism (proselytes). in the name of Jesus Christ. For the new believer, it was a crucial but costly identification to accept. for the remission of sins. This might better be translated “because of the remission of sins.” Baptism does not produce forgiveness and cleansing from sin. See notes on 1 Pet. 3:20, 21. The reality of forgiveness precedes the rite of baptism (v. 41). Genuine repentance brings from God the forgiveness (remission) of sins (cf. Eph. 1:7), and because of that the new believer was to be baptized. Baptism, however, was to be the ever-present act of obedience, so that it became synonymous with salvation. Thus to say one was baptized for forgiveness was the same as saying one was saved. See note on “one baptism” in Eph. 4:5. Every believer enjoys the complete remission of sins (Matt. 26:28; Luke 24:47; Eph. 1:7; Col. 2:13; 1 John 2:12). the gift of the Holy Spirit. See notes on 1:5, 8. [MacArthur]
d) The underlying issue is we were all born of sin and slaves to sin.  None of us are righteous on our own, we cannot get into heaven by our own works.

2) The consequences of being guilty of sin and how to be seen righteous.
a) Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
i. The consequence of sin is death, physically and eternally meaning separated from God forever.
ii. But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.
iii. This verse describes two inexorable absolutes: 1) spiritual death is the paycheck for every man’s slavery to sin; and 2) eternal life is a free gift God gives undeserving sinners who believe in His Son (cf. Eph. 2:8, 9). [Macarthur]
iv. After stops 1 and 2, a person might readily accept that everyone is a sinner, that God loves us, and that Jesus died for us. But stop number 3 takes us deeper into the bad news, before highlighting more of the good news.  Upon hearing that “the wages of sin is death,” someone might ask, what does that mean? This stop provides you with the opportunity to highlight God’s wrath towards sin, His dealings with the unrighteous, and the reality of a literal heaven and a literal hell (Romans 1:18-32; Matthew 13:42; Revelation 21:8). The earned payment for sin — all sin — is death. Much like a human court system has a standard of law that if not kept leads to punishment, God has a law and there is punishment for not keeping it. More than that, as human beings who readily admit that we are sinners, we must also admit that we cannot keep God’s law faithfully. Therefore, we all are condemned in God’s court and deserve the wages for our sin: death.  But Romans 6:23 also includes good news! In contrast to our inability to keep the law of God and our wages earned by sin, God gives the gracious gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. This aspect of the gospel provides you with the opportunity to know and share what Jesus did on the cross. He died in the sinner’s place. He paid the penalty for sin so the sinner wouldn’t have to. He gave His life so you could live. By “eternal life,” the Bible means that you don’t need to die and end up in hell forever. You don’t have to experience the judgment of God upon sin for all eternity. You can live in heaven with Him for all eternity after this life ends. The Bible teaches that everyone will die (everyone knows this is true) and that after death in this life comes a moment of judgment (Hebrews 9:27). That moment of judgment does not need to end badly.  God has given us a gift. His name is Jesus Christ. [Costi Hinn]
b) Sin is just waste and shame, that keeps on taking from us and hurting us and our relationships, whereas the gift of God is eternal life and offers the fruit of holiness which brings eternal treasures in Heaven, strengthens our character, and blesses others.
c) Romans 5:8 - but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
i. We have hope-God's gift is eternal life.
ii. While we're all sinners, God still loves us and shows us that by Jesus Christ dying on the cross for our sins.
iii. Like 8:1–4, 32, this passage highlights the special purpose and effectiveness that Paul regularly ascribes to Christ’s death. That is, Christ died specifically “for us” (v. 8) who now believe and are justified through our faith, and His death actually achieved for us the “reconciliation” that “we have now received” (v. 11). See “Definite Redemption” at John 10:15. [RSB]
iv. The second stop on the Romans Road emphasizes the unconditional love of God towards the sinner whom He is willing to save. We were unlovable, but He loved us. We were hopeless, but He gives hope. We couldn’t save ourselves, but Christ could. In our spiritually dead and sinful condition (Ephesians 2:1), God chose to show mercy, love, and kindness to us.  This passage brings Christ into the forefront and provides an opportunity to integrate Him into the good news. If it wasn’t for God sending His Son to deal with sin, we couldn’t be saved from the penalty of sin. That is where the new stop on our journey comes in. [Costi Hinn]

3) Our response.
a) Romans 10:9 - because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
i. confess . . . the Lord Jesus. Not a simple acknowledgment that He is God and the Lord of the universe, since even demons acknowledge that to be true (James 2:19). This is the deep personal conviction, without reservation, that Jesus is that person’s own master or sovereign. This phrase includes repenting from sin, trusting in Jesus for salvation, and submitting to Him as Lord. This is the volitional element of faith (see note on 1:16). believe in your heart. See note on 1:16. God has raised Him from the dead. Christ’s resurrection was the supreme validation of His ministry (cf. John 2:18–21). Belief in it is necessary for salvation because it proved that Christ is who He claimed to be and that the Father had accepted His sacrifice in the place of sinners (4:24; cf. Acts 13:32, 33; 1 Pet. 1:3, 4). Without the resurrection, there is no salvation (1 Cor. 15:14–17). See note on 1:4. will be saved. See note on 1:16. [MacArthur]
ii. The final stop is where the rubber meets the road. Do you believe that Jesus is Lord? Do you believe He was the Son of God who died for your sin and rose from the dead? Are you willing to confess your sin, accepting the bad news that you are spiritually bankrupt without God’s help? Are you willing to accept the good news that God has made a way for you to have a relationship with Him and be saved from the penalty of sin, which is His wrath?  Through faith in Jesus Christ, God’s power can change you. You don’t have to live a life of brokenness and bondage, you don’t have to be hopeless. Jesus can set you free. Jesus can give you hope.  The question is often asked, how do I know if I’m saved? The simple answer is that if you have truly believed in Jesus Christ and put your faith in Him, God will transform you. The old ways of sin that you used to relish are going to fade, and the new life you live in Christ will dominate your passions (2 Corinthians 5:17).  In a world looking for solutions to the brokenness of human sin, the gospel declares that Jesus is the answer. [Costi Hinn]
b) Romans 10:10 - For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
i. confession. This Gr. word basically means to say the same thing, or to be in agreement with someone. The person who confesses Jesus as Lord (v. 9) agrees with the Father’s declaration that Jesus is Savior and Lord. [MacArthur]
c) Romans 10:13 - For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
i. We must believe & have faith in Jesus and that God raised Him from the dead.
ii. We must confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord.
iii. The result of this is we are justified and reconciled to God, i.e. were saved!
iv. It sounds so simple and almost too good to be true, almost like we feel like there's more we must do. But this is a gift from God. Jesus fulfilled the law and died for our sins and God raised Him from the dead and displayed His righteousness and grace is greater than sin. We can feel secure knowing that we're not saved by our own works because we would fall short every time, but Jesus Christ is greater than sin and he defeated sin and makes us righteous if we believe in Him. When we try to act like our works are how we're saved, we are undermining God's power, righteousness and what Christ Jesus did for us all who believe in Him.
v. Paul quoted Joel (2:32) to further emphasize that salvation is available for people of all nations and races. calls on the name. This familiar OT expression (e.g., Pss. 79:5, 6; 105:1; 116:4, 5) does not refer to some desperate cry to just any deity, but to the one true God as He has revealed Himself—a revelation which now includes recognition of Jesus as Lord (v. 9) and of the One who raised up Jesus from the dead (v. 9). [MacArthur]
d) Romans 3:24 - and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
i. justified. This verb, and related words from the same Gr. root (e.g., justification), occur some 30 times in Romans and are concentrated in 2:13–5:1. This legal or forensic term comes from the Gr. word for “righteous” and means “to declare righteous.” This verdict includes: pardon from the guilt and penalty of sin, and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to the believer’s account, which provides for the positive righteousness man needs to be accepted by God. God declares a sinner righteous solely on the basis of the merits of Christ’s righteousness. God imputed a believer’s sin to Christ’s account in His sacrificial death (Is. 53:4, 5; 1 Pet. 2:24), and He imputes Christ’s perfect obedience to God’s law to Christians (cf. 5:19; 1 Cor. 1:30; see notes on 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). The sinner receives this gift of God’s grace by faith alone (3:22, 25; see notes on 4:1–25). Sanctification, the work of God by which He makes righteous those whom He has already justified, is distinct from justification but, without exception, always follows it (8:30). freely by His grace. Justification is a gracious gift God extends to the repentant, believing sinner, wholly apart from human merit or work (see note on 1:5). redemption. The imagery behind this Gr. word comes from the ancient slave market. It meant paying the necessary ransom to obtain the prisoner or slave’s release. The only adequate payment to redeem sinners from sin’s slavery and its deserved punishment was “in Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19), and was paid to God to satisfy His justice. [MacArthur]
e) Romans 3:28 - For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
i. justified by faith. See note on v. 24. Although the word “alone” does not appear in the Gr. text, that is Paul’s clear meaning (cf. 4:3–5; see note on James 2:21). deeds of the law. See note on v. 20. [MacArthur]
f) Romans 5:19-21 - For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
i. Paul is highlighting that through one man (Adam's sin), all men were judged into condemnation, BUT also through one Man (Jesus Christ's righteous act i.e., dying for our sin and fulfilling the law), the FREE GIFT came to all men resulting in justification (being saved).
ii. 5:21: made righteous. This expression probably refers to one’s legal status before God and not an actual change in character, since Paul is contrasting justification and condemnation throughout this passage, and he has not yet introduced the doctrine of sanctification (chaps. 6–8) which deals with the actual transformation of the sinner as a result of redemption.  5:20 the law entered. Cf. Gal. 3:19. Although the Mosaic law is not flawed (7:12), its presence caused man’s sin to increase (cf. 7:8–11). Thus it made men more aware of their own sinfulness and inability to keep God’s perfect standard (7:7; Gal. 3:21, 22), and it served as a tutor to drive them to Christ (Gal. 3:24).The Result of Having faith in Christ Jesus.  5:21: This is the final summary of the analogy of Adam and Christ. [MacArthur]
g) Romans 5:1-2 - Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
i. 5:1: having been justified. The Gr. construction—and its Eng. translation—underscores that justification is a one-time legal declaration with continuing results (see note on 3:24), not an ongoing process. peace with God. Not a subjective, internal sense of calm and serenity, but an external, objective reality. God has declared Himself to be at war with every human being because of man’s sinful rebellion against Him and His laws (v. 10; cf. 1:18; 8:7; Ex. 22:24; Deut. 32:21, 22; Ps. 7:11; John 3:36; Eph. 5:6). But the first great result of justification is that the sinner’s war with God is ended forever (Col. 1:21, 22). Scripture refers to the end of this conflict as a person’s being reconciled to God (vv. 10, 11; 2 Cor. 5:18–20).  5:2: access. Used only twice elsewhere in the NT (Eph. 2:18; 3:12), this word always refers to the believer’s access to God through Jesus Christ. What was unthinkable to the OT Jew (cf. Ex. 19:9, 20, 21; 28:35) is now available to all who come (Jer. 32:38, 40; Heb. 4:16; 10:19–22; cf. Matt. 27:51). stand. This refers to the permanent, secure position believers enjoy in God’s grace (cf. v. 10; 8:31–34; John 6:37; Phil. 1:6; 2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24). hope of the glory of God. Unlike the Eng. word “hope,” the NT word contains no uncertainty; it speaks of something that is certain, but not yet realized. The believer’s ultimate destiny is to share in the very glory of God (8:29, 30; John 17:22; 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:20, 21; 1 John 3:1, 2), and that hope will be realized because Christ Himself secures it (1 Tim. 1:1). Without the clear and certain promises of the Word of God, the believer would have no basis for hope (15:4; Ps. 119:81, 114; Eph. 2:12; cf. Jer. 14:8). [MacArthur]
h) Romans 8:1 - There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
i. We are justified (declared righteous through Christ before God).
ii. Since we are justified, we will have no condemnation from God.
iii. Walking according to the Spirit. John Calvin said, "it is faith alone which justifies, but the faith which justifies can never be alone." This highlights and reinforces that we are justified by confessing with our mouths Christ Jesus is LORD and believing in our hearts that God raised him from the dead. The, "so what" here is that when we have faith in Christ, we will naturally begin to walk in the Spirit over our own desires of the flesh. It likely won't be an all at once drastic change, but it very well could be. Gal 5: 16-26 discusses walking in the Spirit, notably the fruits of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love peace, longsuffering, self-control. Against such there is no law.
iv. therefore. The result or consequence of the truth just taught. Normally, it marks the conclusion of the verses immediately preceding it. But here it introduces the staggering results of Paul’s teaching in the first 7 chapters: that justification is by faith alone on the basis of God’s overwhelming grace. no condemnation. Occurring only 3 times in the NT, all in Romans (cf. 5:16, 18), “condemnation” is used exclusively in judicial settings as the opposite of justification. It refers to a verdict of guilty and the penalty that verdict demands. No sin a believer can commit—past, present, or future—can be held against him, since the penalty was paid by Christ and righteousness was imputed to the believer. And no sin will ever reverse this divine legal decision (see note on v. 33). those . . . in Christ Jesus. I.e., every true Christian; to be in Christ means to be united with Him (see notes on 6:2, 11; cf. 6:1–11; 1 Cor. 12:13, 27; 15:22). walk according to the flesh . . . the Spirit. This phrase is not found here in the earliest manuscripts but only at the end of v. 4, perhaps indicating an inadvertent copyist insertion. [MacArthur]
v. This is really good news! If you are “in Christ,” that means you’ve put your faith in Him, believing that He died for you and rose again from the dead on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:4). Anyone in Christ is not going to be condemned for their sin and will not go to hell. If that’s you, then you don’t need to walk around feeling guilty or shameful over your sin once you’ve believed in Christ because your sin is washed away (1 John 1:7). [Costi Hinn]

4) The Promise
a) Romans 8:38-39 - For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
i. 8:38: principalities. Fallen angels or demons (cf. Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15; Jude 6). powers. The plural form of this common word for “power” is used to refer to either miracles or to persons in positions of authority. 8:39: nor height nor depth. Common astronomical terms used to refer to the high and low points of a star’s path; nothing in life’s path, from beginning to end, can separate us from Christ’s love. Possibly, Paul may intend to describe all of space from top to bottom. nor any other created thing. In case anything or anyone might be left out, this covers everything but the Creator Himself. the love of God. Cf. 5:5–11. [MacArthur]
b) John 10:27-30 - My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.” 
i. eternal life. Christ’s gift (see note on 3:15). never perish. The Greek construction here is a strong denial that the sheep will ever perish. The sheep’s security is in the power of the shepherd, who will let no one take them from him (3:16).  My Father. See note on 5:17. no one can snatch them. The Father’s power (“hand”) is greater than that of any enemy, making the sheep completely secure (cf. 17:11–12 and notes). one. The Greek is neuter—“One thing,” not “one person.” The two are one in essence or nature, will and purpose, but they are not identical persons. This great truth is what warrants Jesus’ “I am” declarations (see 6:35; 8:24,58; 17:21–22 and notes). [NIVSB]
c) Ephesians 1:13-14 - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee[a] of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
i. trusted, after you heard the word. The God-revealed gospel of Jesus Christ must be heard (Rom. 10:17) and believed (John 1:12) to bring salvation.  sealed with the Holy Spirit. God’s own Spirit comes to indwell the believer and secures and preserves his eternal salvation. The sealing of which Paul speaks refers to an official mark of identification placed on a letter, contract, or other document. That document was thereby officially under the authority of the person whose stamp was on the seal. Four primary truths are signified by the seal: 1) security (cf. Dan. 6:17; Matt. 27:62–66); 2) authenticity (cf. 1 Kin. 21:6–16); 3) ownership (cf. Jer. 32:10); and 4) authority (cf. Esth. 8:8–12). The Holy Spirit is given by God as His pledge of the believer’s future inheritance in glory (cf. 2 Cor. 1:21). [MacArthur]
d) 2 Corinthians 1:22 - and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
i. We are promised eternal security if we put our faith in Christ Jesus.
ii. Nothing can separate us from the love of God if we place our faith in Christ Jesus.
iii. We do not need to overstress or worry ourselves about if we're "Christian enough" or good enough, the simple truth is that none of us are good enough, but Jesus IS enough. He paid it all for us and God offers us the FREE GIFT of eternal life if we place our trust in Christ Jesus.
1. sealed us. Refers to the ancient practice of placing soft wax on a document and imprinting the wax with a stamp that indicated authorship or ownership, authenticity, and protection. The Holy Spirit attaches all these meanings to His act of spiritually sealing believers (see notes on Eph. 1:13; cf. Hag. 2:23; Eph. 4:30). guarantee. A pledge or down payment. The Spirit is the down payment on the believer’s eternal inheritance (see note on Eph. 1:13, 14; cf. 2 Pet. 1:4, 11). [MacArthur]
e) Remember God loves you
i. John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
1. For God so loved the world. The Son’s mission is bound up in the supreme love of God for the evil, sinful “world” of humanity (cf. 6:32, 51; 12:47; see notes on 1:9; Matt. 5:44, 45) that is in rebellion against Him. The word “so” emphasizes the intensity or greatness of His love. The Father gave His unique and beloved Son to die on behalf of sinful men (see note on 2 Cor. 5:21). everlasting life. See note on v. 15; cf. 17:3; 1 John 5:20. [MacArthur]
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