HOW TO PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL
1 John 5:14-15
· Prayer leads you to the _________ of God.
· Pray according to God's _____________!
· As a child of God, you should have a ____________ spirit.
· Prayer is the vehicle of communication by which you can _______ God's will for your life more clearly.
I. HOW DO YOU ________ GOD'S WILL?
A. GOD _________ HIS WILL ABOUT EVERYTHING IN THE BIBLE. 
B. HE WILL EITHER PENETRATE YOUR HEART WITH HIS _________ OR SATURATE IT WITH RESTLESSNESS.
C. LEARN TO ___________ THE SCRIPTURE AND PRAY THEM TO GOD IN RELATION TO YOUR NEED.
II. DO YOU __________ KNOW GOD'S WILL?
III. WHY DO I NEED TO PRAY IF GOD'S WILL IS GOING TO BE _______ ANYWAY?
A. YOU SHOULD PRAY BECAUSE GOD ___________ YOU TO PRAY.
B. YOU SHOULD PRAY BECAUSE GOD HAS CHOSEN PRAYER AS THE MEANS TO __________ YOUR NEEDS.
C. YOUR PRAYER DOES NOT MOVE GOD AS MUCH AS IT MOVES __________ TOWARD GOD.
D. YOU ARE TO PRAY AND __________ WILL DETERMINE WHEN AND HOW THOSE PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED

· You may struggle with the issue of ________ God answers your prayers.
· Another struggle you may face in prayer is answer your prayer is __________God may answer your prayer
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HOW TO PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL
1 John 5:14-15
· Prayer leads you to the power of God. (Matthew 6:13)
· Pray according to God's will! (1 John 5:14-15)
· As a child of God, you should have a Godly spirit. (Romans 8:14)
· Prayer is the vehicle of communication by which you can understand God's will for your life more clearly. (Romans 12:2)
I. HOW DO YOU KNOW GOD'S WILL?
A. GOD REVEALS HIS WILL ABOUT EVERYTHING IN THE BIBLE. (Micah 6:8)
B. HE WILL EITHER PENETRATE YOUR HEART WITH HIS PEACE OR SATURATE IT WITH RESTLESSNESS. (Philippians 4:7)
C. LEARN TO PERSONALIZE THE SCRIPTURE AND PRAY THEM TO GOD IN RELATION TO YOUR NEED. (See Note 1 below)
II. DO YOU ALWAYS KNOW GOD'S WILL?
A. We do not always know God’s will (Deut 29:29; Hebrews 11:39-40)
B. In contrast, God’s revealed will—found in Scripture—is fully knowable and includes clear commands such as repentance, sanctification, loving others, and giving thanks in all circumstances.
(1 Thess 4:3, 5:18; 1 Peter 2:15; Micah 6:8; Acts 3:19)
III. WHY DO I NEED TO PRAY IF GOD'S WILL IS GOING TO BE DONE ANYWAY?
A. YOU SHOULD PRAY BECAUSE GOD COMMANDED YOU TO PRAY. 
(1 Thess 5:17; Phil 4:6; Colossians 4:2)
B. YOU SHOULD PRAY BECAUSE GOD HAS CHOSEN PRAYER AS THE MEANS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS. (Matthew 7:7; James 4:2; Mark 11:24)
C. YOUR PRAYER DOES NOT MOVE GOD AS MUCH AS IT MOVES YOU TOWARD GOD. (Luke 5:16; Romans 12:2)
D. YOU ARE TO PRAY AND GOD WILL DETERMINE WHEN AND HOW THOSE PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED. (Luke 18:1-8; Matthew 7:7-11)
· You may struggle with the issue of unanswered God answers your prayers. (James 4:3; Psalm 66:18; 1 John 5:14; Isaiah 59:2; Mark 11:24; 2 Cor 12:7-9)
· Another struggle you may face in prayer is when or whether God may answer your prayer (1 John 5:14-15, Isaiah 65:24)

HOW TO PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL 

God’s revealed will refers to His preceptive will, consisting of His commandments and moral laws which are plainly stated in Scripture for humans to follow.  This is distinct from His hidden (or sovereign) will, which encompasses His secret decrees and future plans that remain unknown to us (Deuteronomy 29:29). 
The revealed will is primarily found in the Bible, providing clear guidance on how to live, love, and obey God.  Key aspects include:
· Sanctification: God desires believers to be holy and avoid sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:3). 
· Gratitude: It is God’s will to give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
· Righteous Living: Believers are called to do good, silence ignorance, and act justly while loving mercy (1 Peter 2:15; Micah 6:8). 
· Repentance and Faith: God commands all people to repent and turn to Him (Acts 3:19). 
While God’s sovereign will determine all that comes to pass, His revealed will is the only aspect humans are obligated to obey, with disobedience resulting in sin.










Note 1:
To personalize scripture and pray it to God, you should insert your own name or the names of specific individuals into the biblical text, transforming general promises into personal prayers.  This practice involves selecting a relevant passage, reading it slowly, and then speaking the words back to God as if they are addressed directly to you or the person you are interceding for. 
Key steps to personalize and pray scripture include:
· Select a Passage: Choose a verse that aligns with your current need, such as Psalm 23 for comfort, Psalm 51 for confession, or Philippians 4:6-7 for anxiety. 
· Insert Names: Replace general pronouns with specific names. For example, change "Lord, you are my shepherd" to "Lord, you are [Your Name]’s shepherd."
· Speak Honestly: Respond to the text emotionally and spiritually, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide your conversation. You might express trust, doubt, or gratitude as you meditate on the words. 
· Align with God’s Will: Praying scripture helps align your desires with God’s promises, ensuring you are praying according to His will rather than just your own wants. 
For example, to pray Isaiah 43:1-4, you might pray: "Lord, I thank You that You have called me by name; I am Yours. When I walk through deep waters, You are with me. I trust in Your protection and love." 
Similarly, for Psalm 90:14, you could pray: "Satisfy [Name] in the morning with Your steadfast love, that they may rejoice and be glad all their days." 

1 John 5:14-15 (English Standard Version)
14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.
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